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Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A method in an interactive television system for 
mitigating interruptions during television viewing, the method comprising: 

receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
displaying the television signal; 

detecting an interactive option that provides a user with the ability to 
interact with television programming at a roquo c t f r om a r e mot e d e vic e to 
establish communica ti on - w i th the interactive television system; and 

automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent playback 
after the [[a]] user responds to the interactive option request 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
prompting a user to accept or reject the interactive option r e qu e st; and 
in — r e spon se — to — the — u s or a c cepting — the — requ e st, — es tab lis hing 

ee mmunication with th e r e mot e d e vic e. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[2]] ( further comprising: 

in response to the interactive option communication being terminated, 
automatically playing back the television signal being buffered from a point in 
time at which the interactive option fequest was detected. 
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4. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

in response to the interactive option communication being terminated, 
automatically playing back the television signal being buffered from a point in 
time at which the user responded to the interactive option r e qu est-was 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

in response to a user command, playing back the television signal 
being buffered while the user is interacting with the interactive option 
communication is in progr e ss . 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to the user rejecting the interactive option request , 
automatically playing back the television signal being buffered from a point in 
time at which the interactive option r e quest was detected. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 7 further comprising: 

in response to the user not accepting the interactive option request 
within an established time interval, automatically playing back the television 
signal being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive option 
request was detected. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein buffering comprises: 
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encoding the television signal; and 

storing the encoded television signal in a storage device. 

9-10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to a user responding to the interactive option r e qu e st , 
automatically playing back the television signal being buffered; and 

during automatic playback of the buffered television signal, resuming 
display of a real-time television signal from the signal source in response to a 
user command. 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein resuming comprises: 
playing back the buffered television signal at a modified rate in 

response to a transport control. 
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13. (currently amended) A method in an interactive television system for 
mitigating interruptions during television viewing, the method comprising: 

receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
displaying the television signal; 

detecting an interactive option that provides a us er with the ability to 
interact with television programming at a r e qu es t from a remote dev i ce to 
estab l ish commwiiGat i on with the interactive television system; 

prompting the [[a]] user to accept or reject the interactive option 
request ; and 

in response to the user accepting the interactive option roquost , 
automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent playback after the 
interactive option communication with tho remot e d e vic e is terminated. 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 13 [[14]], further comprising: 
in response to the interactive option communication being terminated, 

automatically playing back the television signal being buffered from a point in 
time at which the interactive option requ e st was accepted. 

16. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein buffering comprises: 
encoding the television signal; and 

storing the encoded television signal in a storage device. 
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17-1 8. (cancelled) 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim [[1]] 13, further comprising: 

in response to a user responding to the interactive option r e qu e st , 
automatically playing back the television signal being buffered; and 

during automatic playback of the buffered television signal, resuming 
display of a real-time television signal from the signal source in response to a 
user command. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19, wherein resuming comprises: 
playing back the buffered television signal at a modified rate in 

response to a transport control. 

21-30. (cancelled) 

31. (currently amended) An interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

a tuner that receives a television signal from a signal source; 

a video controller that displays the television signal on a display device; 

a detection component that detects jan interactive option that provides a 
user with the ability to interact with television programming at a r e qu e st from a 
remote d e vic e to e stab l ish communication with the interactive television 
system; and 
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a buffering component that automatically buffers the television signal for 
subsequent playback after the [[a]] user responds to the interactive option 
r e qu e st 

32. (currently amended) The system of claim 31 p further comprising: 

a prompting component that prompts the [[a]] user to accept or reject 
the interactive option request; and 

a- €ommunication componont that, in r e sponco to tho us e r acc e pting th e 
request, establishes communication with th e r e moto device . 

33. (currently amended) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive option 
commu ffleatieft being terminated, automatically plays back the television 
signal being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive option 
request was detected. 

34. (currently amended) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive option 
commun i cat i o n being terminated, automatically plays back the television 
signal being buffered from a point in time at which the user responded to the 
interactive option r e quest wa s- a e eopted . 

35. (currently amended) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 
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a playback component that, in response to a user command, plays back 
the television signal being buffered while the interactive option is active 
communication is in progress . 

36. (currently amended) The system of claim 31 , further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the user rejecting the 
interactive option requ e st , automatically plays back the television signal being 
buffered from a point in time at which the interactive option re quest was 
detected. 

37. (currently amended) The system of claim 31 , further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the user not accepting the 
interactive option r e que s t within an established time interval, automatically 
plays back the television signal being buffered from a point in time at which the 
interactive option r e qu e st was detected. 

38. (original) The system of claim 31, wherein the buffering component 
comprises: 

an encoder that encodes the television signal; and 

a storage device that stores the encoded television signal. 

39-40. (cancelled) 
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41 . (currently amended) The system of claim 31 , further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to a user responding to the 
interactive option roquost , automatically plays back the television signal being 
buffered; and 

wherein the playback component, during automatic playback of the 
buffered television signal, resumes display of a real-time television signal from 
the signal source in response to a user command. 

42. (currently amended) The system of claim [[11]] 41_, wherein the 
playback component plays back the buffered television signal at a modified rate in 
response to a transport control. 

43. (currently amended) An interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

a tuner that receives a television signal from a signal source; 

a video controller that displays the television signal on a display device; 

a detection component that detects an interactive option that provides a 
user with the ability to interact with television programming at o request from a 
r e mot e devise— to -establish communicat i on with the interactive television 
system; 

a prompting component that prompts the [[a]] user to accept or reject 
the interactive option r e qu e st ; and 
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a buffering component that, in response to the user accepting the 
interactive option requ e st automatically buffers the television signal for 
subsequent playback after the interactive option commun i ca ti on w i th th e 
remote d e vic e is terminated. 

44. (cancelled) 

45. (currently amended) The system of claim 43 [[44]], further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive option 
communication being terminated, automatically plays back the television 
signal being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive option 
r e qu es t was accepted. 

46. (original) The system of claim 43, wherein the buffering component 
comprises: 

an encoder that encodes the television signal; and 

a storage device that stores the encoded television signal, 

47-48. (cancelled) 

49. (currently amended) The system of claim [[41]] 43, further comprising: 
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a playback component that, in response to a user responding to the 
interactive option request , automatically plays back the television signal being 
buffered; and 

wherein the playback component, during automatic playback of the 
buffered television signal, resumes display of a real-time television signal from 
the signal source in response to a user command. 

50. (original) The system of claim 49, wherein the playback component 
plays back the buffered television signal at a modified rate in response to a transport 
control. 

51, (currently amended) A system for mitigating interruptions during 
television viewing, the system comprising: 

a tuner that receives a television signal from a signal source; 

a video controller that displays the television signal on a display device; 

a detection component that detects an interactive survey relating to the 
displayed television signal becoming available to a user of an a network 
int erface that sonds a r e qu e st to a remoto dovice to e stab l ish communicat i on 
b e twe e n th e r e mot e d e vic e a nd - t heinteractive television system; and 

a buffering component that automatically buffers the television signal for 
subsequent playback after termination of the interactive survey completion of 
th e commun i cat i on . 
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52. (currently amended) The system of claim 51, wherein the buffering 
component automatically buffers the television signal in response to the interactive 
survey being detected tho roguoct be i ng s e nt . 

53. (currently amended) The system of claim 51, wherein the buffering 
component automatically buffers the television signal in response to the user Initiating 
the interactive survey re quest being acc e pted - k y - the r e mote -devtee. 

54. (currently amended) The system of claim 51 , further comprising: 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive survey 
r e qu e st being rejected by the user r o moto devic e, automatically plays back the 
television signal being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive 
survey became available requ es t wa s s ent . 

55. (currently amended) The system of claim 51 , further comprising: 
a - eoramunicat i on compon e nt th a t, in r e sponse to th e requ e st being 

ac o optod by th e remote devic e , e stablish es communication w i th th e remote 
d e vic e : and 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive survey 
communication being completed t e rminat ed, plays back the television signal 
being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive survey became 
available request wa s sok4. 
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56. (currently amended) The system of claim 51 , further comprising: 

a communication component that in response to tho roquost being 
accept e d by - the r e moto device, e stab l i s hes communication with the remote 
dev i c e ; an d 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive survey 
communication being completed t e rminat ed, plays back the television signal 
being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive survey r e qu est was 
initiated bv the user acc e pt ed. 

57. (currently amended) The system of claim 51 , further comprising: 

a Gomrnun i G attoft- compon e nt that i n respons e to tho roquost - feoi p g 
accept e d -b y -tho remote device, establishes communication with tho remote 
de v i ce; and 

a playback component that automatically plays back the television 
signal being buffered in response to the termination of the interactive survey 
e stablishment of communication w i th th e remot e d e v i s e; and 

wherein the playback component, during automatic playback of the 
buffered television signal, resumes display of a real-time television signal from 
the signal source in response to a user command. 

58. (original) The system of claim 57, wherein the playback component 
plays back the buffered television signal at a modified rate in response to a transport 
control. 
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59. (cancelled) 

60. (original) The system of claim 51 , wherein buffering component 
comprises: 

an encoder that encodes the television signal; and 

a storage device that stores the encoded television signal. 

61. (currently amended) A method in an interactive television system for 
mitigating interruptions during television viewing, the method comprising: 

receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
displaying the television signal; 

detecting an interactive commercial opportunity relating to the displayed 
television signal becoming available on a r e qu e oMrorn a remot e d e vic e to 
e stablish communication with t he interactive television system; 

automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent playback 
after a user responds to the interactive commercial opportunity f oquost ; 

identifying a - ca ll or associated w i th th e romoto dov i co using i nformation 
coflt a to od w i thin the requ e st; 

n otify i ng a us e r of th e int e ract i v e t e l e v ision- system conc e rning th e 
ide ntity of the ca l l e r, 

prompting the user to accept or reject the interactive commercial 
opportunity fewest; 
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ifl — respons e — te — the — usef — accepting — toe — requ e st — e st a b li shing 
commun i cation with th e r e mote d e vic e ; and 

in response to the interactive commercial opportunity commun i cation 
being terminated, automatically playing back the television signal being 
buffered from a point in time at which the interactive commercia l opportunity 
became available feques t - was d e t e ct e d . 

62. (currently amended) An interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

a tuner that receives a television signal from a signal source; 

a video controller that displays the television signal on a display device; 

a detection component that detects an interactive commercial 
opportunity relating to the television signal becoming available on a roquost 
from a remot e d e v i c e to e st a b l ish communication w i th the interactive television 
system; 

a buffering component that automatically buffers the television signal for 
subsequent playback after a user responds to the interactive commercial 
opportunity r e qu es t ; 

an id e ntific a tion componont that identifies a cal le r a s socia t ed w i th tho 
r e mot e d e vic e u si ng i nformation contain e d within th e r e qu es t; 

a prompting component that prompts notifi e s a user of the interactive 
television system concerning tho identity of th e cal le r and p retfnpts tho user to 
accept or reject the interactive commercial opportunity r e qu e st ; 
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a commyfiication component that, in response to thc - uoor accepting tho 
feq uoot, e stab li s h es commun i c a t i on with tho remot e d e v i c e ; - and 

a playback component that, in response to the interactive commercial 
opportunity communication being terminated, automatically plays back the 
television signal being buffered from a point in time at which the interactive 
commercial opportunity r e qu est was initiated bv the user d e t e ct e d . 

63. (currently amended) A interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

means for receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
means for displaying the television signal; 

means for detecting an interactive option relating to the television signal 
becoming available on a — r e qu e st from -- a — remote — d e vic e to e stablish 
communic a t i on - w ft h the interactive television system; and 

means for automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent 
playback after a user responds to the interactive option r o quo st. 

64. (currently amended) An interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

means for receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
means for displaying the television signal; 
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means for detecting an interactive option relating to the television signal 
becoming available on a request from a r emote dov i co to establish 
commun i cation with the interactive television system; 

means for prompting a user to accept or reject the interactive option 
requ e st ; and 

means for automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent 
playback in response to the user accepting the interactive option request . 

65. (currently amended) An interactive television system for mitigating 
interruptions during television viewing, the system comprising: 

means for receiving a television signal from a signal source; 
means for displaying the television signal; 

means for detecting an interactive option relating to the television signal 
becoming available on- sonding a r e qu e st to a remot e d e vic e to e st a b l ish 
communication betw e en tho romoto^ - dov i c e and the interactive television 
system; and 

means for automatically buffering the television signal for subsequent 
playback after completion of the interactive option communication . 

66. (new) The method of claim 1 , wherein the interactive option comprises 
at least one option selected from the group consisting of completing surveys, 
following an Internet link embedded in a television broadcast, and making an online 
purchase. 
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67, (new) The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive option is enabled 
by sending at least one trigger to the interactive television system. 

68. (new) The method of claim 67, wherein the trigger comprises a network 
address. 
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